
Advanced English 10 Summer Reading Task

Happy Summer and Happy Reading!!!

Hello, Incoming Sophomores!

I am sure you are relieved and excited to have finished your first year of high school!  I am
extremely looking forward to being a part of your journey as you enter sophomore year.  The first thing I
want you to do is find some time to relax and enjoy your summer.  Second, set aside a little time to read!
Below I have outlined the novels and task you will complete.  This is not meant to be stressful or
overwhelming.  Instead, it is to set the foundation for class in September.  These tasks will mimic tasks we
will complete throughout the year as well as address topics we will explore (specifically what it means to
be human).

I have spent a good deal of time reading and researching various novels with various perspectives and
voices.  In the list below you will find authors and narrators of varying genders, cultures, backgrounds,
experiences,  etc.  I believe it is important to offer a wide array of outlooks.  Best of luck and enjoy all that
summer has to offer!

- Mrs. Mikolajczak
Advanced English 10

Novel Choices (CHOOSE ONE):

1. Chains by: Laurie Halse Anderson

*Synopsis from Amazon: As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel wages her own
fight...for freedom. Promised freedom upon the death of their owner, she and her sister, Ruth, in a cruel
twist of fate become the property of a malicious New York City couple, the Locktons, who have no
sympathy for the American Revolution and even less for Ruth and Isabel.

When Isabel meets Curzon, a slave with ties to the Patriots, he encourages her to spy on her owners,
who know details of British plans for invasion. She is reluctant at first, but when the unthinkable
happens to Ruth, Isabel realizes her loyalty is available to the bidder who can provide her with freedom.

2. We are Not from Here by: Jenny Torres Sanchez (*please be aware this novel has some strong
language and violence).

*Synopsis from GoodReads: A ripped-from-the-headlines novel of desperation, escape, and survival
across the U.S.-Mexico border.

Pulga, Chico, and Pequeña have no false illusions about the town they've grown up in and the dangers
that surround them. Though their families--both biological and found--create a warm community for
them, threats lurk around every corner. And when those threats become all too real, the three teens
know they have no choice but to run: for the border, for the hope of freedom, and for their very lives.

Crossing from Guatemala through Mexico with their eyes on the U.S. border, they follow the route of La
Bestia, a system of trains that promise the hope of freedom--if they are lucky enough to survive the
harrowing journey. With nothing but the bags on their backs and the desperation that courses through
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their very veins, Pulga, Chico, and Pequeña know that there's no turning back, dangerous though the
road ahead might be.

In this story inspired by real--and current--events, the plight at our southern border is brought to life.

3. They Both Die at the End by: Adam Silvera (*please know there is some language and violence)

*Synopsis from GoodReads: Adam Silvera reminds us that there’s no life without death and no love
without loss in this devastating yet uplifting story about two people whose lives change over the course
of one unforgettable day.

On September 5, a little after midnight, Death-Cast calls Mateo Torrez and Rufus Emeterio to give them
some bad news: They’re going to die today.

Mateo and Rufus are total strangers, but, for different reasons, they’re both looking to make a new
friend on their End Day. The good news: There’s an app for that. It’s called the Last Friend, and through
it, Rufus and Mateo are about to meet up for one last great adventure—to live a lifetime in a single day.
A sweet story about conquering fears, finding love in an unexpected place with an unexpected person,
and realizing your true potential.

*go to next page
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Essential Question: How do feelings and decisions lead to the development of a person’s identity?

Your Reading Tasks: Double Journal Entry

*All Reading Tasks will be due on the first day of school at the start of class.*

Name: __________________________________________________ Book Title: ____________________________________________________________

Double Entry Journal: Summer Reading Task

Essential Question: How do feelings and decisions lead to the development of a person’s identity?

Use this Double Entry Journal to track an answer to the above question while reading. Be sure to explain why the
quotes you are choosing relate to this question. Please do not forget to include page numbers with your quotations.

Quotation from the Text (that support the
Essential Question)

Explanation: Why is this significant? How does it tie
into specific aspects of the story? (Think theme,

characterization, etc.)
1.

2.

3.

4.
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5.

6.

7.

*sample on next page
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EXAMPLE/SAMPLE Double Entry Journal

Essential Question: How do outside influences and our personal struggles impact who we become?

Quotation from the Text (that support the
Essential Question)

Explanation: Why is this significant? How does it tie
into specific aspects of the story? (Think theme,

characterization, etc.)
1. “Happy Hunger Games! And may the odds be ever
in your favor.” (page 19)

2. “You don’t forget the face of the person who was
your last hope.” (page 85)

3. “I pull the sleeping bag up to his chin and kiss his
forehead, not for the audience, but for me.” (page
323)

4.  I lift my hand to my mouth taking one last look at
the world. The berries have just passed my lips when
the trumpets begin to blare. The frantic voice of
Claudius Templesmith shouts above them. "Stop!
Stop! Ladies and gentlemen, I am pleased to present
the victors of the 74th Hunger Games, Katniss
Everdeen and Peeta Mellark! I give you - the tributes
of District 12!” (page 344)

5. “One more time? For the audience?" he says. His
voice isn't angry. It's hollow, which is worse. Already
the boy with the bread is slipping away from me.
I take his hand, holding on tightly, preparing for the
cameras, and dreading the moment when I will
finally have to let go.” (page 374)

1. This first quotation demonstrates the outside influence
that the Capital has on Katniss and all of the districts.
While the people in the different districts dread the
Hunger Games, the Capital views it as a source of
entertainment and excitement. The districts do not have a
choice but to be influenced by the cruel Games inflicted
by Effie and the Capital.

2. Again, the second quotation shows how individuals
cannot always control who impacts them. When Katniss
loses the sight of the person who represented her “last
hope,” she is inadvertently influenced by that feeling of
loneliness and desperation.

3. Finally, we are able to see Katniss overcome her
personal struggle of not wanting to become close with
Peeta. She knows that the Hunger Games forces them to
be torn apart, but regardless, Katniss decides that she
will no longer let the Games impact her decisions.

4. Ironically, once Katniss has decided to make her own
decisions, she becomes the outside influence that forces
the Capital into a corner. Now, she has shown an
individual’s power over the Capital’s desires, which
means they will surely target her in the future.

5. Throughout the novel, Katniss is struggling to find
herself and to remain strong throughout the Hunger
Games. Though she lets Peeta see her vulnerable side, she
is still uncertain of how she will ever be able to survive all
that lies ahead.


